20. THE ACT OF
THE SIX ARTICLES, 1539

History
This Act was the first in what would turn out to be a long series of similar
Acts designed to enforce uniformity in religion. It was passed by
Parliament between 07 and 16 June 1539, and was inspired by the innate
conservatism of the King, who was determined to protect traditional
practices. Archbishop Cranmer opposed it, but eventually submitted,
though Bishop Shaxton of Salisbury and Bishop Latimer of Worcester
felt compelled to resign their sees because of it. It was highly unpopular
with those of Protestant sympathies, who referred to it unofficially as “the
bloody whip with six strings”. The Act remained in force until the King's
death (1547), but the severity of some of its provisions, notably 19 and

20, was soon relaxed.

Theology

The Six Articles are mainly conc
touch on few doctrinal matters ot
to be upheld on pain of death. Th

erned with ecclesiastical practices, and
her than predestination, which was now
e severity of the punishments, which
included death for relatively minor offences, reflected the concern felt by
many that the “old religion" was being overthrown, but it also demonstfates
the essential hollowness of the opposition to reform. By comprorn_!sing.
on superficial matters, and by pointing out the injustice suffered by those
who went to their deaths for relatively minor offences, the Protestants
were eventually able to promote their cause more quickly and moré
peacefully than might otherwise have been possible.

N.B. For this edition, the matters at issue, and the six articles dealind

with them, are printed in bold type.

01. Where the King’s most excellent Majesty is, by God’s Law, 5
Head immediately under him of this whole Church and Cuﬂgff%i‘
England, intending the conservation of this same Church and COI‘—g“-E;;i
a true, sincere and uniform doctrine of Christ’s religion, calling als® m«.-,ura 108
blessed and gracious remembrance as well the great and quiet 2%
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prosperous increase and other innumerable commodities, which have ever
ensued, come and followed, of concord, agreement and unity in opinions, as
also the manifold perils, dangers and inconveniences which have heretofore,
in many places and regions, grown, sprung and arisen, of the diversities of minds
and opinions especially of matters of Christian religion, and therefore desiring
that such a unity might and should be charitably established in all things touching
and concerning the same, as the same, so being established, might chiefly be
to the honour of Almighty God, the very author and fountain of all true unity
and sincere concord, and consequently redound to the common wealth of this
his Highness’s most noble realm, and of all his loving subjects, and other
residents or inhabitants of or in the same; hath therefore caused and commanded
that this his most High Court of Parliament, for sundry and many urgent causes
and considerations, to be at this time summoned, and also a Synod and
Convocation of all the archbishops, bishops and other learned men of the clergy
of this his realm, to be in like manner assembled.

And for as much as in the said Parliament, Synod and Convocation, there were
certain articles, matters and questions proponed and set forth touching
Christian religion, that is to say:

First, whether in the most blessed sacrament of the altar remaineth
after the consecration the substance of bread and wine or not;

Secondly, whether it be necessary by God’s law that all men should be
communicated with both kinds or not;

Thirdly, whether priests, (that is to say, men dedicated to God by
riesthood), may by the law of God marry after, or not;

Fourthly, whether vows of chastity or widowhood made to God
advisedly by man or woman, be by the law of God to be observed or not;

Fifthly, whether private masses stand with the law of God and be to be

used and continued in the Church and Congregation of England, as things
whereby good Christian people may and do receive both godly
consolation and wholesome benefit or not;

Sixthly, whether auricular confession is necessary to be retained,
continued, used and frequented in the Church, or not;

The King’s most royal Majesty, most prudently pondering and considering,
;h:it;)é occasior} of variable apd sundry opinions and judgements of the said
o his, r&:;’-at discord and variance has arisen, as well amor.lgst t}}e clergy of
i san; en?. a; anjlongst a great number of vulgar people, his loving subjects
Sike oo a, l_((lln | bﬁmg in a full hope a‘nd trust that a full a}nd perfect resolution
s Lovine : t:: ::hou}d makc‘a perfect 90ncord and unity generally amongst
mmmﬂndedbth '{111 iobed'lcnt s'ub] ects, of his most excellent gqodness, not only
archbishops h;sl: 1e said articles should dellberatfaly and advisedly, by his said
an Wﬂsnne(‘]‘ andf:FS_aud .ol‘her learm?d men of his clergy, be debated, argued

Ralso most graci?::.i: rpmmns thcreu} to l?e underst.ood, declared and known,
deome into his said I;(' vlnuchsa.fcd, in hls own princely person, to desc;end

Prince O ot igl: igh Court of Parliament and Council, and there, like a

prudence and no less learning, opened and declared many

p
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things of high learning and great knowledge, touching the said articles, matters
and questions, for a unity to be had in the same; whereupon, after a great and
long, deliberate and advised disputation and consultation had and made
concerning the said articles, as well by the consent of the King’s Highness, as
by the assent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and other learned men of his
clergy in their Convocation, and by the consent of the Commons in this present
Parliament assembled, it was and is finally resolved, accorded and agreed in
manner and form following, that is to say:

First, that in the most blessed sacrament of the altar, by the strength
and efficacy of Christ’s mighty word (it being spoken by the priest), is
under the form of bread and wine, the natural body and
blood of our Saviour Jesus Christ, conceived of the Virgin Mary; and that
after the consecration there remaineth no substance of bread and wine,
nor any other substance, but the substance of Christ, God and man.

Secondly, that communion in both Kkinds is not necessary ad salutem,
by the law of God, to all persons; and that it is to be believed, and not
doubted of, but that in the flesh, under the form of bread, is the very blood;
and with the blood, under the form of wine, is the very flesh; as well apart,
as though they were both together;

Thirdly, that priests after the order

may not marry, by the law of God.
Fourthly, that vows of chastity or widowhood, by man or woman made

to God advisedly, ought to be observed by the law of God; and that it
exempts them from other liberties of Christian people, which without
that they might enjoy.

Fifthly, that it is meet and necessary that private masses be continued
and admitted in this the King’s English Church and Congregation, as
whereby good Christian people, ordering themselves accordingly, do
receive both godly and goodly consolations and benefits; and it is
agreeable also to God’s law.

Sixthly, that auricular confession is expedient and necessary to be
retained and continued, used and frequented in the Church of God.

For the which most godly study, travail and pain of his Majesty. and
determination and resolution of the premises, his most humble and obedient
subjects, the Lords spiritual and temporal and the Commons in this present
Parliament assembled, not only render and give unto his Highness their most
high and hearty thanks, and think themselves most bounden to pray for the long
continuance of his Grace’s most royal estate, but also being desirous that his
most godly enterprise may be well accomplished, and brought to @ full eﬂ_d ‘““Id
perfection, and so established that the same might be to the honour o od:

and after to the common quiet, unity and concord to be had in the whole boﬁ):
of this realm for ever, most humbly beseech his royal Majesty, that (1%
resolution and determination above written of the said articles ’I“a-"’ ot
established, and perpetually perfected, by authority of this present parliame™

It is therefore ordained and enacted by the King our Sov

present really,

of priesthood received, as afore,

ereign Lore

‘j_ Ihe Lot 5
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spiritual and temporal, and the Commons in this present Parliament assembled
and by the authority of the same, that if any person or persons within this reafl:m,
of Epg]and, or any other the King’s dominions, after the twelfth of July next
coming (12 J.uly 1539), by word, writing, printing, ciphering or in an yother
wise do publish, preach, teach, say, affirm, declare, dispute, argue or h(})lld a
opinion, that in the blessed sacrament of the altar, under form,of bread and wiri1 /
after the consecration thereof, there is not present really the natural bod ane(i
blood.of our Saviour Jesus Christ, conceived of the Virgin Mary; or thatyaft
the said consecration there remaineth any substance of bread and,wine or N
other sut?stance but the substance of Christ, God and man; or after tl’le t?r?ly
above said, pl'lblish, preach, teach, say, affirm, declare, dis;;ute argue or hols
opinion, that in the flesh under form of bread, is not the very bl,ood of Christ
or that with the blood under form of wine is not the very flesh of Christ N
well apart.as though they were both together, or by any of the means aboves,a’c'lcsi
or otherwise pr.each, teach, declare or affirm the said sacrament to be of othcler
substance than is abovesaid, or by any means contempt, deprave or despise th
said blessed sacrament, that then every such person and persons so offl;ndin ;
their aiders, comforters, counsellors, consenters and abettors therein, bei .
thereof convicted in form underwritten, by the authority abovesaid s,hall It;g
deerped and adjudged heretics, and that every such offence shall t;e jud ecei
manifest heresy, and that every such offender and offenders shall therefoﬂe hi
aqd suffer judgement, execution, pain and pains of death by way of buminve
without any abjuration, clergy or sanctuary to be therefore permitted hag,
auowed, gdmitted, or suffered; and also shall therefore forfeit and lose ’to th ,
King’s Highness, his heirs and successors, all his or their honours, man :
c§stles, la}nds, tenancies, rents, revisions, services, possessions and, all otohr .
his or their hereditaments, goods and chattels, terms and freeholds Whatsoever
they be, which any such offender or offenders shall have, at the time of y
St_xch offence or offences committed or done at any time e,lfter i c of
high treason. o in cases of
02. i
I ifzﬁs g;rrt:s;n;f?e,rzz Illtserallz;tctettihby the authority of this present Parliament,
Bach it oy sonrmn 11, fter the said twelfth day of.luly (12 July 1539),
o ollation openly made to the King's people, or teach
Y common school or to other congregati i i
RS fore such ndgos and oot gregation of people, or being called
e do‘obstinatel - -r ing to such l"“oru? of the law as hereafter shall be
Ofthe said Lo Sacy affirm, uphold.lmamtam or defend that the communion
ko of wine, 1 necessram;:n: in both kinds, that is to say, in form of bread and
any person i s l?ilgfdsor tth hegl?h of man’s soul to be given or ministered
1Y person, other o s or that 1{ Is necessary so to be received or taken by
Atany man, aftor = y prlesl‘s b.emg at mass and consecrating the same; or
OF Contract sttt t- order of pnesthood received as aforesaid, may marry
should nog be ce]ebny‘ or that private masses be not lawful or not laudable or
& laws of God, urtrlated1 h'ad nor used in this realm, nor be not agreeable to
Fetained ang o hat auricular confession is not expedient and ;
Sitisiad, : necessary to
- used and frequented in the Church of God; or if any
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priest, after the said twelfth day of July (12 July 1539), or any other man or
woman which advisedly hath vowed or after the said day advisedly do vow
chastity or widowhood, do actually marry or contract matrimony with any
person, that then all and every person and persons so preaching, teaching,
obstinately affirming, upholding, maintaining or defending, or making marriage
or contract of matrimony as above specified, be and shall be by authority above
written, deemed and adjudged a felon and felons; and that every offender in the
same being duly convicted or attainted by the laws underwritten, shall therefore
suffer pains of death as in cases of felony without any benefit of clergy or
privilege of Church or sanctuary to him or her to be allowed in that behalf, and
shall forfeit all his or her lands and goods as in cases of felony; and that it shall
be lawful to the patron or patrons, of any manner of benefice which any such
offender at the time of his said conviction or attainder had, to present one other
incumbent thereunto, as if the same person so convicted or attainted had been
bodily deceased.

03. Also be it enacted by the authority aforesaid that if any person or persons,
after the said twelfth of July (12 July 1539) by word, writing, printing, ciphering
or otherwise than is above rehearsed, publish, declare or hold opinion that the
said communion of the blessed sacrament in both kinds aforesaid is necessary
for the health of man’s soul to be given or ministered in both kinds, and so ought
or should be given or ministered to any person, or ought or should be so in
both kinds received or taken by any person other than by priests, being at mass
and consecrating the same as is aforesaid; or that any man after the order of
priesthood received as is aforesaid, may marry or may make contract of
matrimony; or that any man or woman which advisedly hath made or shall make
a vow to God of chastity or widowhood, may marry or may make contract of
matrimony; or that private masses be not lawful or not laudable or should not
be celebrated, had nor used, nor be agreeable to the laws of God; or that auricular
confession is not expedient and necessary to be retained and continued, used

and frequented in the Church of God; every person being for every such offence
duly convicted and attainted, by the laws underwritten, shall forfeit and lose to
the King our Sovereign Lord, all his goods and chattels for ever, and also the
profits of all his lands, tenancies, annuities, fees and offices during his life,
and all his benefices and spiritual promotions shall be utterly void; and also
shall suffer imprisonment of his body at the will and pleasure of our said
Sovereign Lord the King; and if any such person or persons, being once
convicted of any of the offences mentioned in this article as is
afterwards eftsones (i.e. again, ed.) offend in any of the same and be there0
accused, indicted or presented and convicted again by the authority of the 1a%*
underwritten, that then every such person and persons so being twice convicte

and attainted of the said offences or of any of them, shall be adjudged 2 felof
and felons; and shall suffer judgement, execution and pains of death, 1‘055 m;
forfeiture of lands and goods as in cases of felony, without any P"i‘"l?gfhm

clergy or sanctuary to be in any wise permitted, admitted or allowed 11

behalf.

abovesaid, dﬂ_
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' 94.hBt=t:hlllfu rther e_r.lacted by the a.uthorily abovesaid, that if any person which
is or .a .-jeen a priest, before this present Parliament or during the time of
session of the same, hath married and hath made any contract of matrimony
with any woman, or that any man or woman. which before the making of this
Act ad'wsedly hath' vowed chastity or widowhood before this present Par!iamer;t
or during the session of the same, hath married or contracted matrimony with
any person; that then every such marriage and contract of matrimony shall be
utt'erl)'/ vf)lq and of none effect; and that the ordinaries within whose dioceses
or Jur'lsqwtlo}? tll;i‘ person or persons so married or contracted is to be resident
or abiding, shall from time to time make separation and di i
. iv
marriages and contracts. erees of the said
. 05. And further be it ena'cted by the authority abovesaid, that if any man which
is or hath been a prles.t, as is aforesaid, at any time from and after the said twelfth
day Of.llll}! next coming (12 July 1539) do carnally keep or use any woman, to
whom he is or hath been married, or with whom he hath contracted matrihm;w
or openly been conversant, nay kept company and familiarity with any sucf;
woman to the (’..Vll example of other persons, every such carnal use copulallion
open cgnversanon. keeping of company and familiarity be and shall be deemed’
and adjudged felQny, as well against the man as the woman; and that every such
person so offencyng shall be inquired of; tried, punished, suffer, lose and forfeit
all and.evely thing and things as other felons made and declared by this Act
and as in case of felony as is aforesaid. >
06. And be it fprther enatfted by authority abovesaid, that if any person or
p;rso'ns at any time hereafter contemn or contemptuously refuse, deny or
a tsitg‘m to be confessed, at the time commonly accustomed within titis realm
?n ]111rch of England, or contemn and contemptuously refuse deny or abstain
oreceive the holy and blessed sacran i ime
3 1ent abovesaid at the tim
and accustomed for e
B éhi ;i;?:i ;\!::I thsu every such offender being thereof duly
a ] underwritten, shall suffer such impri
e . : ; such imprisonment
o fine and ransom to the King our Sovereign Lord and his hei
¥ his Highness or by his or thei i ot th3
B, essor y his or their council shall be ordered or adjudged in th:
alf; and ifany such offender or offender i i o sty
e b ers at any time or times after the said
e so had, do eftsones (i.e. again, ed.)
emptuously refuse, deny or i e
Bt on o ;11; yor abstain to be confessed or to be communicated
by the lyws , y 1bove written, and be thereof duly convicted or attainted
ad derwritten, that then e $
udged Blomyand fhe oo very such offence shall be deemed and
ender or offenders therein shall suffer pains of death

and |oge
and forfe; i :
felony, itall his and their goods, lands and tenancies, as in cases of

07. And FOI'
ered ang elli::::;?-)d Eiffectua] exz.acution of the premises before devised
P €Nt Parligment lh:j'll_ns Actj be it further enacted by the authority of lhis:
ml:,mg“z July 15-39):1 ﬁlmmedmtely.aﬂer the said twelfth day of July next
: ;‘fery shire iy ;. :ﬂ;ndry commissions shall be made from time to time
ing’s dnminjgl “alm and Wales, and in and to such other places within
s as shall please his Majesty, to be directed to the
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archbishop or bishop of the diocese and to his chancellor or commissary, and
to such other persons as shall be named by his Highness, or by such other as
his Majesty at his pleasure shall appoint to name the same, which archbishop
or bishop or his chancellor or commissary to be one, should hold and keep
their sessions within the limits of their commission four several times of the
year at the least, or oftener if they shall think it expedient by their discretions,
and shall have power and authority by virtue of this Act and their said
commission, as well to take information and accusation by the oaths and
depositions of two able and lawful persons at the least, as to inquire by oathg
of twelve men of all and singular the heresies, felonies, contempts and other
offences above written, committed, done or perpetrated within the limits of
their commission; and that every such accusation and information containing
the matter, names and surnames and dwelling places of the offenders and the
day, year, place and county when and wherein their offences were committed,
shall be of as good force and effect in the law as if the matter therein contained
had been presented by verdicts of twelve men.

08. And nevertheless it is further enacted that every of the said archbishops
and bishops, and every of their chancellors, commissaries, archdeacons and
other ordinaries, having any peculiar ecclesiastical jurisdiction within this
realm or in Wales, or in any other the King’s dominions, shall have full power
and authority by virtue of this Act as well to inquire in their visitations and senys
(possibly: synods, ed.), as there and elsewhere within their jurisdictions at any
other time or place, to take accusations and informations as is aforesaid of the
heresies, felonies, contempts and offences above mentioned, done, committed
or perpetrated within the limits of their jurisdictions and authorities; and that

every such accusation, information and presentment so taken or had as is
aforesaid, shall be of as good force and effect as if the matter therein contained
had been presented before the justices of peace in their sessions; and also that
justices of peace in their sessions, and every steward, understeward or deputy of
steward of any leet or lawday in their leet or lawday, shall have like power and
authority by virtue of this Act to inquire by the oaths of twelve lawful men of all
and singular the heresies, felonies, contempls and other offences above written
done, perpetrated or committed within the limits of their commissions and
authorities.

09. And it is also enacted by the authority aforesaid, that every
or persons, after whom any presentment, information or accusation sh.aﬂ be
made or taken as is aforesaid, shall examine the accusers what other witness
were by and present at the time of doing and committing of the offence where?

. . . others
the information, accusation or presentment shall be made, and how mary ity
than the accusers have knowledge thereof; and shall have power and *‘“‘ho”ﬂ
to bind by recognizance to be taken afore them, as well the said accusers o
such other persons whom the same accusers shall declare to have knowW ':m
of the offences by them presented or informed, every of them in _ﬁve Poa
to the King our Sovereign Lord, to appear before the com1~f1is.s10_llti"5‘_q :
whom the offender or offenders shall be tried at the day of the trial 7

such person
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offenderg; and that all and singular indictments, presentments, accusations
informations and recognizances taken and had as is aforesaid \’Nithin twent :
days next after the taking of the same shall be certified in due f’orm by writiny
upon parchment by the taker or takers thereof under his or their seals unt§
any one of the said commissioners to be appointed as is aforesaid with,in the
Jimits of whose commission the heresies, felonies, contempts an,d offences
whereof any such presentment, indictment, information or accusation shall be;
taken or had as is above written, shall be committed, done or perpetrated; and
if any person or persons, which hereafter shall happen to take any ;uch
accusation, information, presentment or recognizances as is above said, do
make default of the certificate thereof contrary to the form above rehear;ed
that then every person and persons so offending shall forfeit to our Soverei r;
Lord the King for every such default ten pounds. :
10. And it is further enacted by the authority abovesaid, that the said
commis.sioners or three of them at the least, as is aforesaid by vir,tue of this Act
and their commission shall have full power and authority to make like process,
against every person and persons indicted, presented or accused in form as is
above remembered, as is used and accustomed in case of felony, and that as well
within the limits of their commission as into all other shires a,nd places of the
realm, Wales and other the King’s dominions, as well within liberties as without
and the same process to be good and effectual in the law as in cases of felon ,
and upon the appearance of any of the offenders shall have full power and authoriy’
Ey virtue tf)lf th-is Act and the said commission to hear and determine the aforesagl,
eresies, felonies, contempts an i i
o -lomies, o Act? and other offences according to the laws of this realm
11, And it is also enacted by the authority abovesaid, that every of the said
commissioners, upon any such accusation, presentment or information, shall
:ndealfour {lumself effectually, without affection, dread or corrupti:m to
pprehend and take the offenders, and after the apprehension of ’ h
offender or offenders, shall have full power and authority to | o ey
Persons so accused or presented upon suffici iorby thot dintion
Bobail tor o mariogl g p icient sureties by their discretion
Of this Aot @ » to be tried according to the tenor, form and effect
12, And f it :
R on w!f t::;)h[c:zll; ;?1 a;r:;:iltflc: EZ :he auéhomy al?ovesaid that if any person or
COmmissioners o 1. e ¢ e 1ame an(.i assi gned to be commissioner or
Of the offencer v ssil ot e accused, indicted or presented of or for any
COmmissioners o e Wi 'l:;l(.:ll. _1hal then all and every such commissioner or
aNswer an T, duse , indicted and_presented, shall be examined, put to
Of this Acy bt .n upon any such offence according to the tenor and effect
ighness 1 hame M“?h other person or persons as it shall please the King’s
e'el‘min; the San; ;hSIEn and appoint by his grace’s commission, to hear and
SAnd it is £y, .
w ,:23 ,1 tany limee;; ::]ea:fl}i{: l;)lzl ?Htlllonty aboves?id.‘ that no person or persons
4id, shal] b by hall be accused, indicted or presented, as is
nitted to the challenge of any person or persons, which
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shall be empanelled for the trial of his or their offence, for any matter or cause
other than for malice or enmity, which challenge shall forthwith be tried in like
manner as other challenges be used to be tried in cases of felony.

14. And it is further enacted by the authority abovesaid, that all foreign pleas
triable by the country, which at any time hereafter shall be pleaded by any person
or persons hereafter to be arraigned, or put to answer upon any accusation,
indictment or presentment, of or for any of the offences above specified or of
or for any of them, shall be tried before the same commissioners afore whom
such person or persons shall be arra igned or put to answer, and by the jurors
that shall try the said offence or offences without any further respite or delay,

15. And it is further enacted by the authority abovesaid, that all mayors,
sheriffs, stewards, bailiffs of liberties, gaolers and other officers and ministers,
of what name, degree or condition soever they be, and every of them, shall from
time to time truly and diligently receive and serve all and all manner the process,
precepts and commandments to them or any of them by the said commissioners
or any of them to be made, given or directed touching or concerning the
premises or any parcel thereof: and shall also from time to time be obedient
and attendant unto the said commissioners for the time being for the due

execution of this present Act or of anything therein contained.

16. And it is also enacted that every person which shall be named to be
commissioner in the said commission, after that he hath knowledge thereof,
shall effectually put his diligence and attendance in and about the execution of
the said commission: and before he shall take upon him the execution of the
said commission, shall take a corporal oath before the Lord Chancellor of
England for the time being, or before him or them to whom the said Lord
Chancellor shall direct the King’s writ of Dedimus potestatem to take the same,
the tenor of which oath hereafter ensueth: “Ye shall swear that ye to your
cunning, wit and power shall truly and indifferently execute the authority to
you given by the King’s commission made for correction of heretics and other
offenders mentioned in the same commission, without any favour, affection,
corruption, dread or malice to be borne 1o any person or persons, as God you
help and all saints.” And in case that any of the said persons named to be
commissioners refuse to take the said oath, or willingly absent or eloign (1.¢.
distance, ed.) himself from the taking of the said oath, then every such perSO."-
so offending, and the same offence estreated and certified into the King §
Exchequer by the said Lord Chancellor, or by him or them to whom any such
writ of Dedimus potestatem as is aforesaid shall be directed, shall forfeit and
lose to our said Sovereign Lord the King for every time so offending, five marks
of lawful money.

17. And it is also enacted by the authority abovesaid,
commissioners and every of them, shall from time to time have
authority by virtue of this Act to take into his or their keeping or sl
all and all manner of books, which be or have been or hereafter shall e sl
forth, read or declared within this realm or other the King s dominions: Wl‘er{:ce
is or be contained or comprised any clause, article, matter or sente

that the said

possessi""

full power ant
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repuggalr:t or contrary to the tenor, form or effect of this present Act, or any of
thr.;l artllc e's contained in the same; and the said commissioners, or thrée of them
at .1e 1 east: to burn or gtherw:se destroy the said books or any part of them, as
unto the said commissioners or unto three of them at the least shall be th : 1
expedient by their discretions. ‘ -
18. And it is alllso n?nacted by the authority abovesaid, that every parson, vicar,
‘,u‘rat:a‘ c:ir parish priest ?f every parish church within this realm or other th(;
King ;S omml;ms, or his or their deputy, upon the Sunday next after the first
day of eptember next ensuing (07 September 1539), and so from thenceforth
once in every quarter of the year at the least, shall openly, plainly and distinct]
re;fd this present Act in the parish church where he is parson, vicar, curat i !)':
priest or deputy, unto his or their parishi ssermb ) b hs
i parishioners then assembled together to hear
wmei cf 1ce:;m t flt every such parson, vicar, curate, or parish priest making
defau ‘t of rea ing this Actf con‘lrary to the form aforesaid, shall forfeit unto
our gazd Sove{c:gn Lord, his heirs or successors, for every such default, fi
shillings sterling. ‘ Y
1?, 5a'vmg to all and singular person and persons, bodies politic and corporate
their heirs and suceessors, and to the heirs and successors of every of them’
other. than all and. singular such person and persons that shall be hereaftet“
wn\«:lcted or.atla_lnted of or for any of the offences or contempts above
specified, their _heu's z}nd successors, and the heirs and successors of every of
;hem, all s_uf:h right, title, claim, interest, entry, possession, rents, reversions
ees, a;tlmhmtu:]s, commons, offices, profits and demands whatsoever as they 011
any of them have, or then at the time of the sai icti
5 said conviction or attaind
shall have, of, in or to any hon, i —
‘ L of, ours, castles, lordships, m i
liberties, franchises, adv ‘ e s deu,
A ses, owsons and other hereditaments, whic ’
person or persons being so convicted i i i
| or attainted as is aforesaid, |
R eing : g 1d, had or were
tim:l?fi'; (:] t'z]aw[fiel;};t lh'c time of their offence or offences committed or at any
, and that in as ample manner, form and iti
. ple | = condition to all int
conf:j:izl:io‘ns a:{d purposes as if this Act had never been had nor made: anyt(;:illtl&
o in this Act to the contrary in any wise notwithstandin, .P' id g
¥$ that the Lords shall not have nor clai & fonder
B e : rclaim any escheats of any offender or
B.5. : e judged to be burned by authority of this A
» Beitalso further enacted by the authority afi i ing,
e el vy, e rity a oresaid, not giving advantage
Priestor hercafion —ye said, that_ if any man, which is or hath been
July 1539), do cammmi] 3 dr(liy time after the said twelfth day of July (12
Concubine, g by payin{ ;le:l and accustom any woman, or keep her as his
0y other gifys i & lor her board, maintaining her with money. array or
Such ofy © BfMeans, to the evil example of othe .
s endi PR iy amp er persons, that then every
: this Ay shall foufeit uly conlwcted or attainted by the laws mentioned
: il.l:ld ?lher Sk pm;n t‘]c)se: all hls.g{)f)ds and chattels, benefices, prebends
: .pnson“lt‘nlot‘hiq e olions aqd dignities, and also shall have and suffer
ehefics y at the King’s will and pleasure:
e i, prebesid g ind pleasure; and that every of the
$ anc Purposes uiy lll oth.er promotions and dignities shall be to all
erly void as if the said offender had resigned or
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er or offenders, at any time after the said
ain, ed.) commit, do or perpetrate the
hearsed, and be thereof duly convicted
en all and every such offence and
y, and the offender and offenders
d forfeit all his and their goods,
ving any benefit of clergy

permuted; and if any such offend
conviction or attainder, eftsones (1.¢. ag
said offences or any of them next afore re
ar attainted by the laws aforesaid, that th
offences shall be deemed and adjudged felon
therein shall suffer pains of death and lose an
lands and tenancies as in cases of felony, without ha

or sanctuary.
21. And be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, that those women

with whom all or singular of the foresaid priests shall in any of the foresaid
ways have to do with or carnally know as is aforesaid, shall have like punishment
as the priest.
22. And because disputations and doubts might perhaps arise hereafter upon
these words in this Act, that is to say, advisedly made to God, be it therefore
provided and enacted by authority aforesaid, that these words in the Act, that is
1o say, advisedly made to God, for vows of chastity or widowhood, shall be
alonely taken, expounded or interpreted to bind such person or persons and
none other (saving priests) to and by the same, which at the time of any of their
so vowing, being thereto admitted, were or shall be of the age of twenty-one
years or above, and then did or do consent, submit themselves or condescend
to the same, and continue or continued in observation of it any while after; unless
any such person or persons do or can duly prove any unlawful coercion or
compulsion done to them or any of them, for making of any such vow.

21. CRANMER’S PREFACE TO
THE GREAT BIBLE, 1540

History
within months of the final break with Rome, the Convocation of
canterbury petitioned the King to order “that the Holy Scripture should
be translated intc_> the vulgar English tongue by certain good and learned
men, to be nqm_mated by his Majesty, and should be delivered to the
people for their instruction.” But even before the King could accede to
this request, Miles Coverdale managed to produce a complete English
Bible, which incorporated most of William Tyndale’s work (1535). Two
years later, John Rogers, using the pseudonym of Thomas Matihew
produced the so-called Matthew Bible, which also relied heavily or;
Tyndale's work.
Given this situation, the King's advisers thought i
Coverdale, and gave him the authority to make agfurthtef)(ra:\ti;ci)orljsoef
Matthew's Bible. Ip 1538 the Second Henrician Injunctions directed
tshhac:jg%p;y olf the B_lble in Engligh (which would in effect be this revision)
L worlfi?sceels in every parish church by Easter (06 April) 1539.
w _ was soon ready, and was sent to Paris late in 1538
rtypesetting and printing. Unfortunately, it fell foul isiti
) e bl y, it fell foul of the Inquisition
B e tg:] :wa: nearly complete, and the whole operation
L e cam' : |sb ime on English soil. The result was that the
e m'eét o etobe called, was not rgady until April 1539, too
B e oo q:urerpent of the Injunctions. A new order was
NOVember) 1539.83: endlng the target dgte to All Saints’ Day (01
tWas bocayee d.emnac:dafggm there? were difficulties, though this time
so:n et or the edition was such that supplies were
\ Secon i
08 thie egn?g:,'(f,:fﬁj ?100“ needed, and was ready in April 1540.
\ S00n became i shop Thomas Cranrrrer provided a Preface,
45 il now came to bl s hallmark. The Great Bible, or “Cranmer's Bible"
ed:are further publicai}i;a"ed' went through a total of seven editions
O came ot o 152 was suspended, at the end of 1541. An eighth
Queen Mary: 9, anq ninth appeared in 1553, though as a
ry's accession, most of it remained unsold. Copies



